To: Name of State Legislator, Title
Legislator’s Office Address
City, State, Zip Code
Date:
Subject: Request for regulation of wake boats and protection of Upper Turtle Lake in Barron County, Turtle Lake Wisconsin

Dear (Representative or Senator) Last Name
As a concerned (resident and constituent of Wisconsin)/(property owner in the state of Wisconsin) I am writing to urge you to pass meaningful, statewide legislation that regulates wake-enhanced boating. The unregulated use of wake boats poses significant threats to our state's precious lakes and rivers, thus impacting the environment, public safety, and the equitable enjoyment of our shared waterways.
The current patchwork of local ordinances has led to a "water war," pitting neighbor against neighbor and creating confusion rather than providing a consistent solution. A statewide approach based on scientific recommendations is the only way to protect our public waters for all users.
The dangers of wake boats include:
· Environmental damage: Research shows the large, powerful wakes generated by these boats cause serious harm to lake ecosystems. The waves erode shorelines, destroy aquatic plant habitat—including culturally significant wild rice—and disrupt fish spawning beds. The powerful prop wash also churns up lakebed sediment, which releases buried phosphorus that can fuel algae blooms.
· Spread of invasive species: The large ballast tanks used to create bigger wakes are nearly impossible to fully drain. This makes wake boats highly effective transporters of aquatic invasive species, such as zebra mussels, from one lake to another.
· Public safety hazards: The disproportionately large and powerful waves created by wake boats pose a significant risk to other lake users, including those in smaller craft like kayaks and canoes, as well as swimmers and paddleboarders. Unlike wind-driven waves, these large wakes can appear suddenly and unexpectedly, capsizing small watercraft and injuring people.
· Eroding the "Public Trust Doctrine": The public trust doctrine ensures that Wisconsin's waters are held in trust for the benefit of all citizens. Allowing the unrestricted use of wake boats, which can dominate large areas of a lake and push out other recreational users, violates the spirit of this long-standing principle.
We must reject attempts by the water sports industry to set insufficient standards, such as the previously opposed legislation (AB656/SB680) which ignored scientific evidence. Instead, we should implement meaningful, science-based standards, which many conservation groups suggest include requirements for wake boats to operate:
· At least 600–700 feet from shore.
· In water at least 25–30 feet deep.
· Limit wake boating on smaller lakes like Upper Turtle Lake.
· Grant local control by empowering local municipalities to address the unique characteristics of their waterbodies.
I urge you to consider the environmental health and equitable use of our lakes. By passing thoughtful, evidence-based legislation, you can protect Wisconsin's legacy of healthy, accessible waters for everyone.
Thank you for your time and for representing my interests. A response and further discussion is anticipated and would be appreciated.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Address]
Turtle Lake, WI 54889
Upper Turtle Lake District Constituent
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